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Montgomery County Executive Isiah

L eggett's newest cost-cutting proposal is
the latest chapter in the battle between
county officials and Rockville Library
patrons about whether visitors should
have to pay for parking at the county-
owned library.

Two weeks ago, Leggett (D) proposed
charging for parking at the library as
part of a budget adjustment for the
current fiscal year, which endsin June,
aswell asfiscal 2011.

The reductions are needed to compensate
for an additional $196 million deficitin
the coming fiscal year, which islargely
the result of a $168 million decreasein
income tax revenue. The proposal is
subject to the County Council's approval.

The county executive was faced with a
$779 million deficit when he proposed
his fiscal 2011 budget several weeks ago.

In Rockville, library patrons are allowed
free parking for two hours at the three,
city-owned Town Square garages on
North Washington Street, Route 355 and
Maryland Avenue, for which the county
reimburses the city. Ending the free
parking could recoup the county

$143,540 annually, officials said.

On weekdays, Rockville charges $1 per
hour to park at its Town Square garages
until 6 p.m.

L eggett also recommended reinstating
paid parking for the Bethesda Library, at
7400 Arlington Road, near the Bethesda
Metro station. In Bethesda, library users
park free at a county-owned lot near the
library.

Charging patrons for parking there could
net the county $120,000 annually,
officials said. Officials said they did not
know how much they would charge
patrons to park in the lot.

"We've had to make further budget

adjustments," county spokesman Patrick
K. Lacefield said of the April round of
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proposals. "Even though the county
executive supports [free patron parking],
we had to make some hard choices. We
arein difficult fiscal times."

The County Council is scheduled to
approve the budget May 27. If approved,
the free parking would end when fiscal
2011 begins July 1.

Art Brodsky, chairman of the board that
advises Leggett on issues related to
Montgomery County Public Libraries, said
Leggett's latest proposal does not bode
well for an already-slashed libraries
budget. He thinks that having to pay for
parking could deter library visitors.

"That's just the tip of the iceberg,”
Brodsky said. "It's death by a thousand
cuts.”

Other library-related cuts proposed April
22 include the elimination of several
positions and reductions in materials
and other expenses, such as interpreting
services for the deaf and hard of hearing.

"These are things you never get back,"
Brodsky said. "Once they get cut, it's hard
to reinstate them."

Rockville Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio and
City Council member Mark Pierzchala
said the elimination of free parking for
the library would have an adverse effect
on the city.

"Of course | don't likeit. It will have a
negative impact on Town Square,”
Pierzchala said of the mixed-use d
evelopment in the heart of the city. "We
don't know whao'll pay" for parking.
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